
THE DIRTY DOZEN INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Conducted by Troy Anderson 

Interview with Jonathan Markiewitz 

 

1)  W ho a re  yo u?  

My name  i s  Jonath an  Mark ie wi t z  and  I ’m an  actor ,  w r i te r ,  p ub l i shed  p oe t ,  

a nd  f i lm  d i rec tor .  Ov er  th e  I n te rne t ,  I ’m  mos t l y  kn own f o r  an i mat in g ,  

d i rec t ing ,  an d  p roduc ing  the  Ba tma n L EGO F i l m  “Ba tman :  Rev enge” ,  an d  

the  car toon  web - se r ie s  “Cracker j ack  Mack  a nd  C ocomo Jo” .  I n  the  

I ndependen t  f i lm  c i rcu i t ,  I ’m  mos t l y  known  fo r  my  supp or t in g  lead  ro le  i n  

the  a ward  w inn i ng  f i l m,  “The  League  o f  Ex t r aord i nar i l y  Ov erpa id  Ac tor s” .  

 

2)  W hy sho u ld  I  g ive  a  da mn?  

I  g iv e  my v e r y  b es t  e f f o r t ,  de d icat ion ,  a nd  thor oug hness  to  ev ery  p r o ject  

t o  p r ov ide  v iewer s  w i th  wh at  I  be l iev e  to  be  q ua l i t y  en te r t a in men t ,  

whe ther  i t  i s  a  l ogo  des ign  o r  an  e nt i r e  f i lm  p roduct i on .  I  spe nd  coun t les s  

h our s  a t temp t ing  to  make  my  wor k  appea l i ng ,  en te r ta in i ng ,  and  

en joyab le .  

 

3)  T e l l  me  about  the  o r ig in  o f  the  p ro j ect .  

B y  the  t i me “Ba tma n:  R ev enge”  was  i n  p re -p r oduc t ion ,  I  ha d  wa nte d  to  

make  a  Ba tman  f i lm  fo r  qu i te  some  t i me .  Wi th  v e ry  l i t t le  mone y at  my  

di sp osa l ,  I  knew th at  mak in g  the  “ t ra d i t iona l  fan  f i lm”  w i th  ac tor s ,  

l oca t ions ,  t ra nspor tat i on ,  an d  e lemen ts  tha t  were  necessa r y  to  c reate  a  

h ig h  qua l i t y  f i lm ,  was  n ot  i n  my  b udg et .  The re f o re ,  the  i dea  fo r  the  f i r s t  

ev er  “Ba tma n  LEGO  F i lm ”  was  dev e loped .  I  kne w tha t  w i th  L EGO  I  cou ld  

bu i ld  Gotha m C i ty  to  my  exac t  spec i f icat i ons .   Howev er ,  th oug h I  u sed 

LEGO ,  p r oduc ing  the  f i lm  was n’ t  cheap .   The  cos t  o f  p r oduc ing  the  f i lm ,  

i nc lud i ng  the  camera ,  l ight i ng  equ ip men t ,  and  e d i t i ng  s o f tware  near ed  a  

fe w h undre d  do l la r s ,  wh ich  d oes n’ t  i nc lude  the  cos t  o f  the  LEGOs  used  in  

the  f i lm  o r  the  hun dreds  o f  h our s  spe nt  a n ima t ing  an d  ed i t i ng  the  mov ie .   

 

 

 



4)  Any f u tu re  p lans ?  

I  w i l l  be  ac t ing  la te r  th i s  year  i n  a n  ind epende nt  f i lm,  w i l l  be  d i rec t ing  an  

in depend en t  c omed y  ear l y  ne xt  year ,  an d  wi l l  be  ans wer ing  q ues t i on  5  o f  

th i s  i n te rv iew af te r  I ’m  don e ans wer ing  q ues t i on  4 .  

 

5)  W hat  a re  yo ur  f i v e  most  in f l uent ia l  mov ie s?  

My f i v e  mos t  i n f l uen t ia l  mov es  a re ,  i n  no  par t icu la r  o rder ,  “Ba tma n” ,  

“Batman  Re tu r ns” ,  “ The  N igh tmare  Be fore  C hr i s tmas” ,  “B eet le  Ju ice” ,  a nd  

“ Corpse  B r i de ” .  

 

6)  W hy a re  they in f l uent ia l  fo r  you?  

“Batman”  a nd  “Ba tma n  Retu rns”  a re  in f l uen t ia l  because  of  the  way  T im  

Bur ton  p res e nts  the  char acte r  o f  Batma n and  the  Goth am C i ty  

env i ronme nt .  H i s  d i r ec t ion  of  th ose  two  Batman  f i lms  was  so  a r t i s t ica l l y  

d one .  “The  N igh tmare  Bef or e  Chr i s tmas”  a nd  “C orpse  B r ide” ,  b oth  s top -

mot ion  a n ima ted  p r oduc t ions ,  a re  t ru l y  ama z ing  f i l ms .  Hav ing  worked  on  

a  s top- mot ion  f i lm,  I  rea l l y  apprec iate  and  res pect  the  wor k  th at  i t  ta kes  

to  a n ima te  s top -mot ion  mov ies .  “Bee t le  Ju ice”  i s  i nc lude d  in  my  l i s t  o f  

i n f l uen t ia l  mov ies  because  of  T im  Bu r ton’ s  b e for e  men t ioned  a r t i s t ic  v i s ion  

a nd  the  wa y  he  p rese nts  tha t  v i s ion  on  sc reen  to  the  au d ience .  

 

7)  I f  you we re  t o  be  inv i ted  in t o  a  sec re t  o rgan iza t ion  o f  c reat o r s ,  wo u ld  you 

acc ept?  

I t  wou ld  hav e to  be  lega l ,  pa y  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  money ,  a l low  me  to  wor k  

on  f i lms  as  my on ly  job ,  a nd  p rov ide  a  l i fe  t i me  supp ly  o f  D ie t  Peps i .  

 

8)  W hat ’ s  the  wo rs t  mo ment  in  f i lm  h i s to ry  a nd how wou ld  y o u f ix  i t ?  

I ’m s u re  the re ’ s  a  lo t  o f  v a r ia t ion  i n  th i s  ans wer  d ependi ng  on who you  

as k ,  and  s i nce  I  hav en ’ t  see n  ev ery  s i ng le  f i lm  ev er  made ,  I  can ’ t  hones t l y  

sa y  wha t  the  wor s t  momen t  i n  f i l m h i s to r y  i s .  As  fo r  the  Ba tma n  f ra nch i se ,  

the  wor s t  mome nt  was  w hen  n ipp le s  were  adde d  to  the  b atsu i t .  What  

were  the y  th i nk ing ?  

 

9)  W hat ’ s  you r  favo r i t e  n ine  le t te r  wo rd?  

Ha zard ous .  I t ’ s  j u s t  so  “n ine - le t te r -esque” .  



10)  W hat  wa s  coo l  to  you w he n you we re  te n  yea rs  o ld?  

Ba tma n ,  comi c  books ,  spor t s ,  and  h ot  wh ee l s .  

 

11)  I f  yo u we re  he ld  a t  gunpo in t  b y  s tud io  exe cs  to  ma ke a  re ma ke,  what  f i lm 

wo uld  yo u rema ke?  

The  Mal tese  Fa lc on  

 

12)  W hat  doe s  you r  f i lm wo rk  b r ing  to  t he  a r t fo rm?  

I  fee l  my  f i lm  work  b r ing s  a  def in i te  p r ofes s i ona l i sm an d  an  a r t i s t ic  v iew,  

whe ther  i t  i s  i n  a  car toon  se r ie s ,  a  l i v e  ac t ion  f i lm ,  o r  a  LEGO  s top - mot ion  

a n ima t ion  mov ie  suc h as  “Ba tma n :  Rev enge” .  I ’ l l  a lwa ys  be  inv o lv ed wi th  

f i lms ,  a nd  I  tha nk  a l l  those  wh o  hav e  watc hed  an d  supp or te d  “Ba tma n :  

Rev enge”  o r  an y  o f  my  o ther  work .  


